
 
 
 

A Guide to making representations to the Boundary 
Commission 
 
Now that the Conservative Party has agreed a position for this region, it is important that we get as 
many representations supporting that position, as we can. 
 
Where we support the Commission’s initial proposals, we must state so, and give reasons for doing so. 
 
Where we oppose the Commission’s initial proposals, we must also give reasons, but we must also put 
forward an alternative configuration, and show how this is superior to the Commission’s proposals in 
terms of the factors in the Rules. 
 

The Rules for Redistribution of Seats 
 
The Commission’s final proposals must reflect a number of factors laid down in the Rules set out by Act 
of Parliament. The factors are: 
 

 Every constituency must be within 69,724 and 77,062 electors except for protected 
constituencies 

 Special geographical considerations: size, shape and accessibility 
 Existing constituencies, i.e. How many electors move constituency 
 Links with local authorities, i.e. How many local authorities a constituency contains and how 

many constituencies are within a local authority 
 Local ties broken from existing constituencies 
 Inconveniences attendant on such changes 

 
Where we are proposing an alternative set of seats to the Commission, we should show that their 
proposal complies poorly with these factors, and that our alternative complies better with them. 
 
For example, in Greater Manchester, the Commission divide up the current Stalybridge and Hyde seat 
between new seats called Ashton under Lyne, and Denton and Hyde. Our alternative restores the 
Stalybridge and Hyde seat to a no change constituency. This therefore complies better with the Rule 
on respecting existing constituencies. 
 
For example, in Yorkshire, the Commission propose one seat which contains part of four local 
authorities. Our alternative reduces the composition of this seat to three local authorities. This therefore 
complies better with the Rule on links with local authorities. 
 
For example, in Teesside, the Commission propose dividing the small town of Marton between two 
seats. Our alternative restores the town to one seat. This avoids breaking local ties and therefore 
complies better with the Rule on respecting local ties. 
 
Local ties can include the location and provision of local facilities, of community groups, transport links, 
school catchment areas, shopping links, doctors’ surgeries, historical ties, and many others. 
 

Making representations 
 
The Commission are now holding a 8 week public consultation period on their proposals, and have 
invited the public’s views. This period will end at 23:59 on Monday 2 August 2021. 



 
There are two ways of making a representation: 
 

 Online via the Commission’s website 
 In writing 

 
Online via the Commission’s website: bcereviews.org.uk 
 
There is a web form which you will need to complete. The form only accepts comments up to 10,000 
characters, so write more detailed representations in a Word document and send it as an attachment. 
 
In writing: Boundary Commission for England, 35 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BQ 
 
Contact details 
 
Boundary Commission for England, 
35 Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BQ 
 
https://boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/ 
information@boundarycommissionengland.gov.uk 
020 7276 1102 
 


